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and could be read with profit by anyone interested in the problem of
hydramnios.
The Morphologic Manifestations of Uptake of Materials by the Yolk Sac
of the Pregnant Rabbit describes how colloidal gold, erythrocytes, cream,
and protein, in the form of egg white, are absorbed by the yolk sac. There
are several electron microphotographs which are used to illustrate some of
the processes.
The Development of Fetal Immunity points out the difference between
the human and several of the experimental animals. Dr. Brambell's work
has been largely concerned with the rat. He shows that in this animal, fetal
immunity is partially acquired before birth through the gastro-intestinal
tract somewhat, but more importantly by the yolk sac, and after birth, for
the first 21 days, through the gastro-intestinal tract.
The Proceedings of the Fourth Conference on Gestation are extremely
enlightening to those interested in the specific fields covered. This type of
conference cannot be too highly praised.
C. D. DAVIS
MEDICAL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT. Robert E. Molloy, Ed. New York,
Philosophical Library, Inc., 1958. 312 pp. $15.00.
The criteria used in judging the usefulness of this book were its applicability
to present-day American equipment, recommended standards, and practices.
It was hoped that the book would furnish a source of general information
about the various items of electrical equipment in use in the hospitals and
doctors' offices in this country. However, the description and discussion
were limited to equipment manufactured in, and standards recommended
for, the United Kingdom, with virtually no mention of American standards
or equipment. Moreover, in those areas which the reviewer felt competent
to judge, i.e., communication, air conditioning, operating room safety, and
food service equipment, the equipment recommended and standards sug-
gested in the book have little application in this country.
For example, the nurse-patient communication equipment described is of
a type long since outmoded, and no mention of voice intercommunication
equipment is made. Similarly, food service equipment is antiquated and/or
rudimentary by modern American standards. In the area of operating room
safe practices, the recommended maximum voltages for auxiliary equipment
is considerably higher than that recommended by the National Fire Pro-
tection Association. The methods and frequency of testing recommended
for conductive flooring also differ from the above standards in the unsafe
direction. Air conditioning is mentioned only as a word; almost the entire
chapter is given over to ventilation equipment and refrigeration installation
of primitive types, with no mention of the factors to be considered in comfort
air conditioning. Other equipment items doubtless differ from the type
currently in use here.
It should also be mentioned that since standard circuit voltages and al-
ternating cycle frequencies differ from American practice, and a number of
electrical terms differ from those in use here, a certain amount of confusion
is created for the reader. A great deal of space is given over to description
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of detailed maintenance procedures for items of equipment which differ con-
siderably from American models. These procedures are not ordinarily
followed by American hospital personnel because the equipment is serviced
by company representatives.
On the whole, the book is not recommended for American readers.
JOHN D. THOMPSON
THE MEDICAL WORLD OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. By Lester S. King.
Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1958. 346 pp. $5.75.
This book by Dr. King is a collection of essays which is concerned with the
complexities and variables which influenced the practice of medicine in the
eighteenth century, and the efforts of this discipline to progress as an art and
a science. The rise of modern pathology, the development of medical ethics,
methods of scientific thought and investigation, efforts toward classification
of disease, and the professional struggles of physician against physician and
physician against apothecary are adequately and interestingly pursued by
the author.
One of the more delightful essays concerns itself with the professional
career of Samuel Hahnemann, the creator of homeopathy, of whom the
author writes these descriptive phrases. "Profound scholarship that lacked
common sense. Penetrating intellect that could not see the obvious. Great
logical acumen that ignored facts." When homeopathy's meager birth and
its lack of experimental and clinical evaluation are realized, the growth and
development of this discipline appears awesome. In the setting of the
eighteenth century, however, homeopathy appears as a somewhat justifiable
alternative to the accepted standard of medical care which advocated the
administration of complex medications which contained numerous active
ingredients. The patient appeared destined to receive either superfluous or
insufficient therapy. Dr. King notes that Hahnemann prescribed a single
pure drug for a specific malady but in a ridiculously inadequate dosage. The
"shot-gun" therapy against which Hahnemann rebelled seems to be ever
present.
The essay on fevers effectively describes the confusion and inadequacy of
medical thinking in the eighteenth century. The possibility is then suggested
that our own thinking concerning the etiology and pathogenesis of arterio-
sclerosis and cancer may be similarly viewed by our medical colleagues of
the twenty-second century. The numerous similarities between the social,
moral, economic, and intellectual problems confronting the eighteenth cen-
tury medical practitioner and his twentieth century counterpart are made at
once obvious and impressive to the reader of these essays.
In conclusion, I should like to borrow the author's own words inasmuch
as they seem best to describe the lessons to be learned from a familiarity
with the phenomenon of medicine as it existed two hundred years ago. "The
practice of medicine changes constantly, just as does the art of painting or
of architecture. But the soul of the artist does not significantly change, nor
does the soul of the doctor."
WILLIAM L. KISSICK
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